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FINAL DESIGN THESIS

”Architecture’s meaning lies in the 
Intertwining of its site, its phenomena, 
it’s idea. Forming a concept, defines a 
field of enquiry, a territory of research for 
investigation that helps form meaning. The 
idea is the force that drives the design. The 
field of Inquiry sets the focus and the limit 
and, most importantly, the responsibility of 
work in rigour and depth”  

Steven Holl
1996
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THE ETHICAL CITY

With the ongoing threat of pandemics, 
artificial intelligence, food + energy 
insecurity, the Climate Emergency and 
political upheaval across the globe, 
we are asking the question, what does 
this mean for the current city and the 
future of cities? Ethical decision making 
and processes relating to the planet, 
society and the choices that we make 
can no longer be separated from 
architectural design.
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THE FOUNDRY 
Linda Ledina
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DECODE
Euan Clarke
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Marseille

A chokepoint is a term given to an area where multiple submarine cables land. 

Marseille is a chokepoint 

Marseille’s strategic coastal position serves as a 
crucial gateway for a network of undersea data 
cables that link continents and enable global 
connectivity. The city’s significance in the 
digital infrastructure landscape is underscored 
by its role as a major landing point for these 
submarine cables. These undersea cables, often 
buried beneath the ocean floor, traverse vast 
distances, connecting Marseille to destinations 
across Europe, Africa, the Middle East, and 
beyond. As data highways of the digital 
age, these cables facilitate the high-speed 
transmission of vast amounts of information, 
underpinning global communication, internet 
access, and international business operations. 
The landing of data cables in Marseille not only 
exemplifies the city’s geographical importance 
but also highlights its pivotal role in fostering 
global interconnectivity and the seamless flow 
of digital data across borders.

Marseille is a chokepoint 
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RESEARCH 
INFORMING DESIGN
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STUDIO
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TUTORIALS
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CITY EXHIBITION
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EXHIBITION



STAGE FIVE 24/25

THESIS FORUM
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GLASGOW
PORTO
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PORTO GLASGOW
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A LINE THROUGH THE CITY
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PORTO SLIDE
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PERISCOPE

STAGE FIVE 24/25



TRAVELATOR
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INTERVENTIONS OF MOVEMENT
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THE ETHICAL CITY

With the ongoing threat of pandemics, 
artificial intelligence, food + energy 
insecurity, the Climate Emergency and 
political upheaval across the globe, 
we are asking the question, what does 
this mean for the current city and the 
future of cities? Ethical decision making 
and processes relating to the planet, 
society and the choices that we make 
can no longer be separated from 
architectural design.
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