
BET LOW

Born Gourock 
27 Dec 1924 

1924

1937

Went to Greenock 
Academy

WW2 begins 

1939

1942

Begins at Glasgow 
School of Art 

Finishes at Glasgow 
School of Art gaining a 
diploma in Drawing & 
Painting 

Three-month diploma 
course at Hospitalfield 
College of Art

WW2 ends

Low moves to 
Glasgow

1945

1946

Began teacher training 
at Jordanhill Training 
College. Leaves when
introduced to Glasgow 
Unity Theatre by 
Stanley Baxter (b. 1926)

Low’s first show at the 
Athenaeum, the then 
Royal College of Music 
and Drama, Glasgow, 
was presented by Unity 
Theatre 

Marries Tom 
Macdonald (1914–85), 
an artist and set 
designer at Unity 
Theatre.
They go on to have a 
son and a daughter 

1947

1948

Clyde Group puts on 
Festival and exhibition 
‘Art and Peace’, 
McLellan Galleries 

Low part of group 
show at Galerie 
Apollinaire, London

Was one of only two 
artists (the other Tom 
Macdonald) from 
Scotland to have work 
in an international 
exhibition of Drawings 
and Prints in Warsaw

1954

1956 

Exhibited with New 
Scottish Group and 
Other Independents, 
McLellan Galleries, 
Glasgow

Low with Macdonald 
and others co-organize 
the first of a series of 
open-air exhibitions on 
the railings of 
Glasgow’s Botanic 
Gardens

Solo show 57 Gallery, 
Edinburgh, showing her 
abstract works 

1961

1963 

Low co-founds and 
co-directs the New 
Charing Cross Gallery 

Elected as member of 
the Women’s 
International Art Club, 
London

Elected a Professional 
Member of the Scottish 
Society of Women 
Artists

1964

1966

Included in a Scottish Art 
promotion covering 100 
years of Scottish Art 
(1866-1966) at Links 
House, Glasgow (the 
premises of A. Links & Co)

Low and Macdonald 
buy a small cottage on 
the island of Hoy, 
Orkney and spend 
many summers there

1967

1972

Solo exhibition 
Compass Gallery, 
Glasgow (also 1977, 
1983 and 1988)

Contemporary Scottish 
Art, Exhibition touring 
Denmark

1981

1984 

‘The Forties, Glasgow 
People and Places: 
Drawings and Paintings, 
Tom Macdonald & Bet 
Low’, Cyril Gerber Fine 
Art, Glasgow 

Low has a significant 
retrospective, selected 
by Cordelia Oliver, at 
Third Eye Centre, 
Glasgow ‘Bet Low: 
Paintings and 
Drawings: 1945–1985’

Tom Macdonald died 
Nov 1985

1985

1988

Elected an Associate of 
the Royal Scottish 
Academy

Low with Kenny 
McKenzie established 
the Bet Low Trust, 
which awards funding 
to artists in Scotland

1994

1995

Gifted work to the Pier 
Arts Centre, Orkney

Early portraits shown at 
The Glasgow School of 
Art as part of ‘The 
Continuing Tradition: 
GSA 1920-1995, 75 
Years of painting at 
GSA’, selected by 
Sandy Moffat

Solo exhibition ‘Land & 
Sea’ at Roger Billcliffe 
Gallery. Received 
Mayfest Paper Boat 
Award for this exhibition 
and for her 50 years 
dedication to the visual 
arts in Glasgow

Awarded an Honorary 
Degree of Doctor of 
Letters from The 
University of Glasgow

Glasgow Art Club 
celebrates this award 
by mounting an 
exhibition of around 70 
of Low’s works

1999

2005

Made a Royal Scottish 
Academy Academician 

Died Glasgow
2 Dec 2007, 
aged 82

2007


