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“for a society to flourish, there must be 
a flourishing city at its core.”

Prof Brian Evans PhD
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Jane Jacobs quoted by Judith Rodlin
President of  THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

from the introduction to Century of the City: No Time to Lose

CITIES FOR ALL AGES



GENIUS LOCI

ZEIGEIST
Spirit of the Place

Spirit of the Times
Source: Frank Arneil  Walker  1999
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CITIES FOR ALL AGES

UNPACKING THE CONCEPT
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Demographics – Life Expectancy, FertilityCities for all Ages: 

HABITAT III Report on THE UNECE 

Towards a city-focused, 
people-centred and integrated approach
to the New Urban Agenda

– the metropolitan context



North American 
Sub-region

EU/EFTA or Western and 
Central European Sub-region

Sub-region of 
Eastern Europe, 
Russia, Caucasus 
and Central Asia 
(EERCCA)

Countries of 
South East Europe

 - United States
 - Canada

 - Armenia 
 - Azerbaijan 
 - Belarus
 - Georgia
 - Kazakhstan
 - Kyrgyzstan
 - Moldova
 - Russian
 - Tajikistan
 - Turkmenistan
 - Ukraine
 - Uzbekistan

 - Austria
 - Belgium
 - Bulgaria
 - Croatia
 - Republic of Cyprus
 - Czech Republic,
 - Denmark
 - Hungary
 - Ireland
 - Italy
 - Latvia
 - Lithuania
 - Luxembourg
 - Malta
 - Netherlands
 - Poland
 - Portugal
 - Romania
 - Slovakia
 - Slovenia
 - Spain
 - Sweden 
 - the UK

354.4million
(2013) 287million

(2014)

520million
(?)

 - Republic of Turkey
 - the State of Israel
 - Bosnia-Herzegovina Montenegro
 - the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia
 - Serbia 
 - Albania

100million
(?)

EU countries

EFTA countries
 - Iceland
 - Liechtenstein
 - Norway
 - Switzerland

The Sub-Regions of the UNECE with statistics on population

North America EU/EFTA Eastern Europe Russia
Caucasus & Central Asia

South East Europe

290
100

355
520

The Territories of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)

VLADIVOSTOK

VANCOUVER



THE BOREAL FOREST OR ‘TAIGA’
extends across the UNECE Region

greater in extent than the Amazon rain forest





LIFE EXPECTANCY
IN THE UNECE REGION



AGEING
IN THE UNECE REGION

by percentage



AgeingCities for all Ages: 

Increasing
life expectancy

Reducing
birth rates
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Children Cities for all Ages: 







WomenCities for all Ages: 



Designing Cities for Women: Lessons from 
Barcelona’s ‘Feminist City’. 
by Abbey Seitz

WomenCities for all Ages: 



Gender – LGBTQIA+Cities for all Ages: 
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CityUrbanist\Glasgow

OpenCity\Glasgow

Cultural DiversityCities for all Ages: 



Nature-based solutions are actions to protect, 
sustainably manage, or restore natural 
ecosystems, that address societal challenges 
such as climate change, human health, food and 
water security, and disaster risk reduction 
effectively and adaptively, simultaneously 
providing human well-being and biodiversity 
benefits.

Biodiversity – species equityCities for all Ages: 

Source: Land Use Consultants



Source: Land Use Consultants

Biodiversity – species equityCities for all Ages: 



Time & HeritageCities for all Ages: 



source - Patricia Macdonald
Edinburgh –  New Town Edinburgh – Old Town 

EDINBURGH NEW TOWN EDINBURGH OLD TOWN



CASTLE STREET EDINBURGH

19th Century 20th Century 21st Century
Source: 

Brian Evans



Genius Loci Barcelona
Source: Brian Evans



Mobility & AbilityCities for all Ages: 

Equitable Use – Size and Space
Source: 

National Disability Authority Ireland



LivingCities for all Ages: 
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ResilienceCities for all Ages: 

Summary of Findings (full text available at www.demos.co.uk)

1. More remote working, flexible in location to support 
regeneration of all neighbourhoods.

2. Government action to make jobs flexible including by location
3. Tax incentives for remote-working, similar to childcare. 
4. Regional regeneration policy should be directed towards 

geographic locations with few homeworkers.
5. A challenge to high population-density urban accommodation. 
6. All urban centre inhabitants need outdoor space and nature. 
7. More localism.

http://www.demos.co.uk/


Re-assembly

Overcoming fragmentation

Digitally atomised life experience

Cities for all Ages: 
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Demographics
Senior Citizens
Children
Women
Gender
Cultural Diversity
Biodiversity
Time & Heritage
Mobility & Ability
Living
Resilience & Health

Cities for all: 

CityUrbanist\Glasgow



DEMOGRAPHIC
CLIMATE &
TECHNOLOGICAL
CHANGE

A benign or toxic cycle?

Vision, leadership 
and pragmatic 
management are 
needed to respond 
to these global 
trends.

This is the 21st 
century challenge 
for government, 
business and 
education at 
national, regional 
and city level.

CityUrbanist\Glasgow

Re-assembly
Cities for all Ages: 



Re-assembly…

 …through integration?

Cities for all Ages: 
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Place and Life in the UNECE: Regional Action Plan 2030

CONTENTS
Principles: 
Policy Areas: 
Goals: 
Targets/Actions

Download: https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/publications/place-and-life-ece-regional-action-plan-2030
The Regional Action Plan 2030 was endorsed at the Ministerial Meeting in October 2021 and will be published in early 2022.
International  Workshop on delivery planned for early 2022.

Source: 
UN-Habitat
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https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/publications/place-and-life-ece-regional-action-plan-2030


Re-assembly
Cities for all Ages: 





Universal Design…
Cities for all: 





q What is the ‘story’ of this place?
q Whose place is it? 
q Where is it?
q How big is the place? 
q What ‘logic’ supports it?
q Does it balance community, privacy 

and economy?
q What makes it useful?
q Does it support health?
q What makes it sustainable?
q Who does (and will) like it?
q What is the evidence that it will work?
q Does it support social equity?

Making Places for People
Christie Coffin & Jenny Young

All about PEOPLE



URBANiSM

the pursuit of
URBANiTY CityUrbanist\Glasgow



• A collective system of values
• A certain level of economic & political 

development
• The sophisticated pursuit of pleasure 

(happiness)
• A high level of intellectual & artistic 

excellence Robert Armstrong:
In Search of Civilization

URBANiSM

the pursuit of
URBANiTY CityUrbanist\Glasgow



Demographics
Senior Citizens
Children
Women
Gender
Cultural Diversity
Biodiversity
Time & Heritage
Mobility & Ability
Living
Resilience & Health

Cities for all: 

Cities for All 
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Everyday\City
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