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The Higgs paradox. 

“If we are to build the city of the future, 
we must first imagine it … 

… but what happens to our collective 
consciousness and mental health if the only 
futures we can imagine are apocalyptic and 
dystopian”. 

We need hope...
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DEMOGRAPHIC
CLIMATE &
TECHNOLOGICAL
CHANGE

A benign or toxic cycle?

Vision, leadership 
and pragmatic 
management are 
needed to respond 
to these global 
trends.

This is the 21st 
century challenge 
for government, 
business and 
education at 
national, regional 
and city level.



COUNTRY Pop  M 
1971

Pop M 
2020

% 
change

Scotland 5.3 5.5 5%

Denmark 4.9 5.8 17%

Finland 4.6 5.5 20%

Netherlands 13.2 17.4 32%

Norway 3.9 5.4 38%

Ireland 3.0 5.0 67%

NZ 2.9 5.1 78%

Source:  World Bank, Irish government

Source:  NRS



Agenda 2030 : Transforming our World – the Sustainable Development Goals

The SDGs enable vertical and horizontal integration

Article 2: comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred universal and transformative goals and 
targets

Article 5: integrated and indivisible to balance the three dimensions of sustainable development 
– economic, social and environmental 
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Source:
Outcomes-focused

Policy Making in Scotland
www.nationalperformance.gov.scot

Source:
Glasgow’s Climate Plan

Response to the climate & ecological emergency
www.glasgow.gov.uk



Place and Life in the UNECE: Regional Action Plan 2030

CONTENTS
Principles: 
Policy Areas: 
Goals: 
Targets/Actions

Download: https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/publications/place-and-life-ece-regional-action-plan-2030
The Regional Action Plan 2030 was endorsed at the Ministerial Meeting in October 2021 and will be published in early 2022.
International  Workshop on delivery planned for early 2022.

Source: 
UN-Habitat

https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/publications/place-and-life-ece-regional-action-plan-2030


Place and Life in the UNECE: Regional Action Plan 2030

Cities
Neighbourhoods

Homes

Housing & Homes
Governance & Land

Climate & Finance



Vertical Integration of SDGs into National & Local Frameworks

National Outcomes
(NPF)

Global Goals
(SDGs)

Source:  UN, Scottish Government, SFC



PLACE IN SCOTLAND
The PLACE Principle The PLACE Standard Tool



National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) & National Performance Framework (NPF)

Glasgow City Region 35-40% of Scotland’s population

NPF outcomes & SDG Targets



HOUSING 

TO 2040

HOUSING: A key to vertical and horizontal integration of SDGs

Source:  Scottish Government

Scottish Government
Housing Strategy 2040

Policy delivery for Outcomes

Creative & diverse Open & international
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PLACE – What do we mean?
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City Urbanist\GlasgowVALUE | QUALITY | ATTACHMENT



Glasgow Place Narrative – The Cities of Glasgow
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International
  
A reputation based on:

ü Culture
ü Sport
ü Creativity
ü Diversity
ü Living

The Bigness of Glasgow The Sum of Small Things

Metropolitan Everyday



Glasgow Place Narrative – The Journey
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q Glasgow’s Story from1850 to 2050 

q Engagement 

q Challenges

q Learning from Glasgow

q Applying the Learning

q Capacity Building – Place Ecosystem

q Recommendations – for Glasgow

Peripheral Estate
Drumchapel

Peripheral Estate
Pollok

Peripheral Estate
Easterhouse

Peripheral Estate
Castlemilk

Red:
De-industrialisation
Infrastructure
VDL

Dark Grey:
Demolition CDA
VDL

Report Download



A Place Ecosystem
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q The Places of Glasgow: of people, by 
people, for people

q Learning from Glasgow

q Applying the Learning

q Capacity Building – Place Ecosystem

q Recommendations – for Glasgow

Report Download



Glasgow Place Narrative – The PLACES of Glasgow

Glasgow City: Geography of Neighbourhoods
Glasgow City: Typology of Place
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Report Download



Glasgow Place Narrative – The PLACES of Glasgow
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Glasgow Place Narrative – The PLACES of Glasgow
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The Importance of ‘Place’ – quality, value, attachment – OUTCOMES
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Glasgow Place Narrative – The Cities of Glasgow – Metropolitan 
Glasgow City Region: Geography of Carbon Retrofit: Light = lower Glasgow City Region: Geography of Disadvantage: Light = lower
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Place Commission\Glasgow
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q Overcoming fragmented policy

q Building a Consensus – paradigm shift

q Place: The principal game in town?

q Leadership

q Capacity Building – Place Ecosystem

q Living not Housing

You won’t often find us talking about climate 
change …

… we think the best way to tackle climate change 
is by cutting energy use, reducing waste and using 
local spaces to grow food – bringing practical 
benefits to local people. 

So, we talk about these things most of the time. “

Lucy Gillie, South Seeds



FURTHER INFORMATION:

Place Commission Report:
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/placecommission/

Scotland’s Urban AGE 2022: Shocks to the System
https://www.ryden.co.uk/news-insights/major-study-calls-for-tax-powers-to-be-devolved-to-scotland-s-biggest-cities
https://www.agcc.co.uk/files/SUA-2022-Full-Report-24May2022.pdf

Place and Life Regional Action Plan 2030
Intro:
https://unece.org/housing/regional-action-plan-2030
Official report:
https://unece.org/hlm/documents/2021/08/session-documents/place-and-life-ece-regional-action-plan-2030-tackling
Published report:
https://unece.org/info/Housing-and-Land-Management/pub/369375

The Cocktail of Change, Housing 2030 Podcast
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0ZPg615kMDHz1ZsODF7nqs
https://anchor.fm/housing-europe/episodes/The-cocktail-of-change-improving-the-cities-we-live-in-elv8i9/a-a3o3vau

Living in Glasgow: A journey to 2030
Film made for UNECE for COP26
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSsdXnOqENQ

https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/placecommission/
https://www.ryden.co.uk/news-insights/major-study-calls-for-tax-powers-to-be-devolved-to-scotland-s-biggest-cities
https://www.agcc.co.uk/files/SUA-2022-Full-Report-24May2022.pdf
https://unece.org/housing/regional-action-plan-2030
https://unece.org/hlm/documents/2021/08/session-documents/place-and-life-ece-regional-action-plan-2030-tackling
https://unece.org/info/Housing-and-Land-Management/pub/369375
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0ZPg615kMDHz1ZsODF7nqs
https://anchor.fm/housing-europe/episodes/The-cocktail-of-change-improving-the-cities-we-live-in-elv8i9/a-a3o3vau
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSsdXnOqENQ

