
BETWEEN THE TIMES AND THE PLACE 
Thinking Smart I Working Fast I Living Slow? 

 
 

Professor Brian Mark Evans	



“Something’s just not right … our air is clean, our water is pure,!
we all get plenty of exercise, everything we eat is organic and free-range, !

and yet nobody lives past thirty.”!

A post-truth fallacy? … or 21st century angst!!



BETWEEN THE TIMES 
AND THE PLACE 
 
Genius loci (spirit of the place)	
	
Zeitgeist (spirit of the times)	



source - Patricia Macdonald	



URBANISM 
MATTERS! 
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URBANISM	
	
	
the pursuit of	
	
	
URBANiTY	
	



URBANISM	
	
	
the pursuit of	
	
	
URBANiTY?	
	

•  A collective system of values	
•  A certain level of economic & political 

development	
•  The sophisticated pursuit of pleasure 

(happiness)	
•  A high level of intellectual & artistic 

excellence	
	(Armstrong: In Search of Civilization)	

	



THOMAS COLE: THE COURSE OF EMPIRE (1834 – 1836)	

Arcadian State	 Consummation	

Destruction	Desolation	



URBANISM	

ENTROPY	



Glasgow 1958	
Refusal	

Glasgow 1978	
Renewal	

Glasgow 2008	
Recovery	

Glasgow 1998	
Reinvention	



REVOLUTION	

AGRICULTURAL	 INDUSTRIAL	

DIGITAL	 TRANSPORT	



URBANiTY	
4 principles that have helped cities adapt to 4 
technological revolutions: agricultural, 
industrial, transportation, digital;	
	
Urbanism is positive (intentional) and 
overcomes entropy (lack of positive energy) 
causing a gradual decline into disorder 
(natural processes – drought, flood and 
disease – and manmade processes – war, 
greed and the careless, senseless exploitation 
of resources and people).	



URBANiTY	
Planning is a 20thC solution to a 19thC 
problem – keeping nasty things away from 
where people live;	
	
Urbanism is a 21stC solution to a 20thC 
problem – systemic modernism (specifically 
‘silo-ed’ thinking) – replacing it with integrated 
action … and design. 	



Agenda? What agenda?  2 



https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/	



Joan	Clos:	a	paradigm	shi1	from	issue	to	ac7on	



Oh	yes!	Its	
NEW	and	its	
URBAN?	

I	wonder	if	
she	has	an	
…	AGENDA?	



What does this mean 
for cities in practice? 



Trends in UNECE  3 
A: 	Demography	
B: 	Automation	
C:	Urban Concentration	
D:	New Urban Paradigm	
	



North American 
Sub-region

EU/EFTA or Western and 
Central European Sub-region

Sub-region of 
Eastern Europe, 
Russia, Caucasus 
and Central Asia 
(EERCCA)

Countries of 
South East Europe

 - United States

 - Canada

 - Armenia 

 - Azerbaijan 

 - Belarus

 - Georgia

 - Kazakhstan

 - Kyrgyzstan

 - Moldova

 - Russian

 - Tajikistan

 - Turkmenistan

 - Ukraine

 - Uzbekistan

 - Austria

 - Belgium

 - Bulgaria

 - Croatia

 - Republic of Cyprus

 - Czech Republic,

 - Denmark

 - Hungary

 - Ireland

 - Italy

 - Latvia

 - Lithuania

 - Luxembourg

 - Malta

 - Netherlands

 - Poland

 - Portugal

 - Romania

 - Slovakia

 - Slovenia

 - Spain

 - Sweden 

 - the UK

354.4million

(2013)

287million

(2014)

520million

(?)

 - Republic of Turkey

 - the State of Israel

 - Bosnia-Herzegovina Montenegro

 - the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia

 - Serbia 

 - Albania

100million

(?)

EU countries

EFTA countries
 - Iceland

 - Liechtenstein

 - Norway

 - Switzerland

The Sub-Regions of the UNECE with statistics on population

North	America	 EU/EFTA	 Eastern	Europe	Russia	
Caucasus	&	Central	Asia	

South	East	Europe	

290	
100	

355	
520	

The	Territories	of	the	United	Na7ons	Economic	Commission	for	Europe	(UNECE)	

VLADIVOSTOK	

VANCOUVER	



LIFE EXPECTANCY LOW FERTILITY





Trends in UNECE 3 
A: 	Demography	
B: 	Automation	
C:	Urban Concentration	
D:	New Urban Paradigm	
	



Books/Films 	 	  Taxis	 	 	  Hotels 	 	 	Music	
	



The Internet of Things	
	
Collaborative Commons 	
	
Rise of the ‘Pro-Sumer’ 	
	

(Jeremy Rifkin)	



Sergei	 Svetlana	
& Masha	







Trends in UNECE 2 
A: 	Demography	
B: 	Automation	
C:	Urban Concentration	
D:	New Urban Paradigm	
	



MARCHETTI 
CONSTANT	

	
The average time 

spent travelling each 
day is ~ 1.5 hours	

	
Time is fixed 
Distance is 

elastic	
	



Shrink Space with Time	















The	‘super-ci7es’	of	the	USA	
82%	in	ci7es	-	75%	in	9	‘super-city’	regions	



Glas-burgh	

New Middle-land	

So-Wat	

The Irish Arc	

The Northern	
Horseshoe	



Are we one	
‘Super-city’?	



Trends in UNECE 2 
A: 	Demography	
B: 	Automation	
C:	Urban Concentration	
D:	New Urban Paradigm	
	



Increasing		
UrbanisaTon	

&	
ConcentraTon 

AgglomeraTon	
Knowledge	
Economies 

Interconnected	
City	Clusters 

Urban	
Shrinking	in	
CiTes	outside	
the	Clusters 

THE CYCLE OF URBAN CONCENTRATION : ‘SUPER-CITIES’



Ageing	urban	
populaTon	
Low	ferTlity 

MigraTon	to	
Successful	

Cluster	CiTes 

Reinforces	
economic	

performance	
of	clusters 

Creates	
further	

challenges	to	
isolated	ciTes 

THE DEMOGRAPHIC CYCLE



Outward	
MigraTon 

Declining	Tax	
Base 

Surplus	Land	
&	Buildings 

Oversized	
Infrastructure 

THE SHRINKING CITY – a negaGve urban cycle



Edge	City	&	
Suburban	

Development 

Erosion	of	
FuncTons	in	
Urban	Core 

IneffecTve	
Public	

Transport 

Metropolitan 
Coalescence 

THE SPRAWLING CITY – a negaGve urban cycle



THE!
INDUSTRIAL!

CITY!

THE!
KNOWLEDGE !

CITY!

No Spatial 
needs beyond 

Proximity 

Universities, 
Airports, 
Cultural 
Quarters 

The 
importance of 
Place - Image 

& 
Attractiveness 

Demand for 
Mixed-use and 

the 
Experience 
Economy 

Access to 
Materials & 

Markets  

Freight 
Transport 
Networks 

Significant 
In-migration 

Zoning of 
Land for 

Efficiency and 
Health 







Leadership & 
Strategy 

Health & 
Wellbeing 

Economy & 
Society 

Infrastructure 
& 

Environment 

THE RESILIENT CITY – a posiGve urban cycle



Effective 
Labour 
Market 

Dense 
Development 

Integrated 
Public 

Transport 

Efficient 
Public 

Services 

THE COMPACT CITY – a posiGve urban cycle

OECD	



THE KNOWLEDGE CITY – a posiGve urban cycle

No spatial 
needs beyond 

Proximity 

Universities, 
Airports, 
Cultural 
Quarters 

The 
importance of 
Place - Image 

& 
Attractiveness 

Demand for 
Mixed-use and 

the 
Experience 
Economy 

THE KNOWLEDGE CITY – the new urban paradigm



We are ageing … 
We don’t have enough young people 
We don’t have enough jobs 
We all live in ‘super-cities’ … BUT! 
 
PLACE MATTERS MORE THAN EVER!!  



SCOTLAND’S URBAN AGE 4 
•  Aberdeen • Glasgow • Edinburgh	
	









The 	
urban system	
is as important 
as the 	
urban centres	



SCOTLAND’S URBAN AGE 4 
•  Aberdeen • Glasgow • Edinburgh	

Brussels Calling: 
Here are the results of the EU Jury …	

	





Glasgow	

Manchester	

Copenhagen	

Berlin	

Amsterdam	

Barcelona	





Barcelona	
Amsterdam	

Glasgow	

Manchester	

Berlin	

Copenhagen	

I	am	sa7sfied	to	live	in	…		



Barcelona	

Amsterdam	

Glasgow	

Manchester	
Berlin	

Copenhagen	

I	am	sa7sfied	with	health	care	in	…		



Barcelona	

Amsterdam	
Glasgow	

Manchester	

Berlin	

Copenhagen	

I	am	sa7sfied	with	the	cultural	offer	in	…		



Barcelona	
Glasgow	

Copenhagen	

Manchester	

Berlin	

Amsterdam	

I	am	sa7sfied	with	the	public	realm	in	…		



Copenhagen	
Amsterdam	

Manchester	

Barcelona	

Berlin	

Glasgow	

I	am	sa7sfied	with	the	retail	offer	in	…		



Glasgow	
Berlin	

Manchester	

Amsterdam	

Barcelona	

Copenhagen	

It	is	easy	to	find	a	job	in…		



Amsterdam	

Glasgow	

Barcelona	

Berlin	

Manchester	

I	think	housing	is	affordable	in	…		

Copenhagen	



Glasgow	

Barcelona	

Berlin	

Manchester	

Copenhagen	

Amsterdam	

I	think	foreign	people	are	good	for	…		



Barcelona	

Copenhagen	
Manchester	

Berlin	

Amsterdam	

Glasgow	

I	think	foreign	people	are	integrated	in	…		



Berlin	

Amsterdam	
Glasgow	

Manchester	

Barcelona	

Copenhagen	

I	like	the	greenness	of…		



Manchester	

Amsterdam	

Glasgow	

Barcelona	

Berlin	

Copenhagen	

I	am	sa7sfied	with	the	life	I	lead	in	…		



Lowest–	retail,	housing	affordability	
(Barcelona)	(Berlin	Amsterdam	Copenhagen)	

Highest	–	health,	jobs,	openness	
(Amsterdam)	(Copenhagen)	(Copenhagen)	

Crea7ve	Ci7es	are	
Goldilocks	Ci+es?	
	
not	too	good	and	not	too	bad,	
a	bit	of	EDGE?	
	
Glasgow	never	lower	than	median	



Amsterdam	

Copenhagen	

Glasgow	

Barcelona	

Manchester	

Berlin	

I	



Barcelona	

Manchester	

Berlin	

I	



Amsterdam	

Copenhagen	

Glasgow	

I	



Amsterdam	

Copenhagen	

Glasgow	

Barcelona	

Manchester	

Berlin	

I	









WELLNESS not 
ILLNESS? 
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Wilkinson	&	Picked	
	
Valuing	growth	above	
equality	is	life	diminishing:	
	
•  Violence	
•  Obesity	
•  Addi7on	
	
Income	inequality	creates	
social	tension	&	poor	
mental	health	
	
	













Creative	
Class	

Service	
Class	

Upskilling & productivity for competitiveness are central issues	

UK	Foresight	
Programme	



Creative Cities	
	People who can, exercise 
choice about place, based 
on…	

	
•  Liveable neighbourhoods	
•  Public space for public life	
•  Comfortable & effective 

transport	

	these things matter no 
less to those who 
cannot choose	



Urbanism response … 
 
… back to the future ... 
   for the … 

… New Urban Agenda 



The transendental 
qualities of place 
 
Do we make things too difficult for 
ourselves?	
	
What did the Romans ever do for us …?	
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We do some things on our own …!



 … some things with our significant other …!



 … some things as a family group …!



 … some things in our streets …!



 … we need entertainment …!



 … and a forum for consensus!!! !



Why are the 
towns we are 
building today 
so different 
from the ones 
we like? 

Jorg	Muller	



















The legacy …	



Gordon Cullen	 Ed Bacon	



Five seminal 
books in 
Urbanism & City 
Design	



Empiricism 	– trust in human senses	
Rationalism – working from first principles	
Pragmatism – methods known to work in practice	

Urbanism requires balance between:	
The spirit of the place 	 	(genius loci)	
The spirit of the times	 	(zeitgeist)	
	and:	

Integration of disciplines	 	(analysis/policy/design)	



The DESIGN CHARRETTE 
 
Understanding assets … 
… facilitating change 
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LOCAL	PEOPLE	SHAPING	THE	FUTURE	
OF	THEIR	TOWN	

	





















“A	chance	for	local	people	
to	shape	the	
	future	of	their	town”	
	
•  a	design-led	event	with	local	people	at	the	heart		

•  capture	and	explore	people’s	ideas	

•  find	consensus	amongst	the	community	
	
	



Highland	Local	
Transport	Strategy	
2010	

THC	Greenspace	Audit	
2010		

Caithness	Local	Plan	
2002	

Highland-wide	
Local	Development	
Plan	
2012	

Planning	Context	



•  Charrede	format	places	community	at	the	centre	of	decision	
making	process	

•  Involves	people	at	the	very	start	of	preparing	CaS	Plan	
	
•  Increase	understanding	of	the	planning	process	

•  More	economical	and	7me	efficient	

•  Shared	consensus	and	ownership	
	
•  Provides	a	joined-up	approach	

	

Charrede	Approach	





Wick	Launch,	24th	January	2013	









“Don’t	be	afraid	of	
change	-	change	can	be	
good!”	
	
“We	are	here	to	hear	
from	your	sugges:ons.	
Every	idea	is	very	
welcome!”	
	
Councillor	Gail	Ross		
	
	



“By	taking	part	in	these	
CharreFes	the	community	
and	the	Council	are	
collabora:ng	to	help	shape	
the	future	of	their	town	and	
the	wider	area	through	the	
Local	Development	Plan.”		
	
ScoF	Dalgarno,		
The	Highland	Council	
	
	











Young	People	Workshop	



WANTS	

•  A range of facilities were 
indicated that would improve the 
quality of life for young people in 
both towns (Go Kart Track; a dog 
walking park, retail Outlets 
appropriate to their age group 
etc) 

•  They were concerned about the 
steep drop in business activities 
and the closing of shops 

•  Surfing was something that could 
be developed to give greater 
quality of life and employment 
opportunities 

•  A better use of vacant sites within 
the town 
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Matchstick Tour 

7	

8	 9	

10	 11	 12	



1.  Blackstairs: subject of a Lowry Painting 
2.  The Memorial Garden is in the 

location of the first daylight bombing 
raid on the UK in 1940 

3.  References throughout Pulteneytown  
to  ‘Silver  Darlings’ is in celebration of 

the thriving herring industry 
4.  Pulteneytown has several potential 

development sites within its historic 
fabric – Stevens Yard, the timber yard, 
derelict houses on Union Street, the 
swimming pool site and 21 Telford St 

5. Heritage Centre on Bank Row is one 
of the best in the UK 

 Matchstick Tour 

1	

3	

7	

4	

8	

2	

6	

5	

9	

10	 11	 12	

4	

4	



Thurso & Wick Express 
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8	 9	

10	 11	 12	



 
The Lowlands beyond the 
Highlands 
 
“Caithness – the longer you 
stay the happier you get” 
 
1.  Coastal Path – “wildness”, 

archaeology, views and 
castles 

2.  The Flow Country – 
wilderness,  environmental 
sensitivity, exploration, dark 
skies, northern lights 

3.  Cycle route to new forest 

 Thurso & Wick Express 

1	

3	

7	
4	

8	

3	

6	

5	

9	

10	 11	 12	

1	

2	



“It	is	crucial	that	we	
unite	our	local	forces	
and	find	local	
champions	that	can	
help	put	Caithness	on	
the	map	again!”	
	
	



Principal spaces 









SUSTAINABLE	GROWTH	

DECLINE	

YEARS	5 10 15 

FOCUS	
OF	PLAN	

FOCUS	OF	
RESOURCE	

0 

2.0 

2.5 

0.5 

1.0 



Poundland site and river walk 





























Not a consultation process that uses design 

A design process that is consultative 

Not about asking people what they want 

About asking people what they know 

Not simply about the collection of facts 

About the application of knowledge 

 

Charrettes are: 

Charrette programme  



 
An open dialogue process 

 

An exploration of future change 
 

Place-based 
 

Intensive, using compressed timescale 
 

Drawing and design – inputs and outputs 
 

A process that informs next steps 

 

Charrette programme  

Charrettes are: 



2010 
SSCI Pilot Charrette Series  

 
3 charrettes 

 
 
 
 

2012 
Charrette mainstreaming 

programme 
 

19 charrettes supported to date 
13 charrettes to be supported in 2014/15  

 



Charrette as a step in a co-
production model 



6 What do we know? 
What do we do? 
 



URBANISM	
	
	
the pursuit of	
	
	
URBANiTY?	
	

•  A collective system of values	
•  A certain level of economic & political 

development	
•  The sophisticated pursuit of pleasure 

(happiness)	
•  A high level of intellectual & artistic 

excellence	
	(Armstrong: In Search of Civilization)	

	



URBANiTY	
Planning is a 20thC solution to a 19thC 
problem – keeping nasty things away from 
where people live;	
	
Urbanism is a 21stC solution to a 20thC 
problem – systemic modernism (specifically 
‘silo-ed’ thinking) – replacing it with integrated 
action … and design. 	



We are ageing … 
We don’t have enough young people 
We don’t have enough jobs 
We all live in ‘super-cities’ … BUT! 
 
PLACE MATTERS MORE THAN EVER!!  



Creative Cities	

	People who can, exercise 
choice about place, based 
on…	

	
•  Liveable neighbourhoods	
•  Public space for public life	
•  Comfortable & effective 

transport	

	these things matter no 
less to those who 
cannot choose	



The transendental 
qualities of place 
 
Do we make things too difficult for 
ourselves?	
	
What did the Romans ever do for us …?	



Empiricism 	– trust in human senses	
Rationalism – working from first principles	
Pragmatism – methods known to work in practice	

Urbanism requires balance between:	
The spirit of the place 	 	(genius loci)	
The spirit of the times	 	(zeitgeist)	
	and:	

Integration of disciplines	 	(analysis/policy/design)	



The DESIGN CHARRETTE 
 
Understanding assets … 
… facilitating change 



Yesterday: Sustainable City  
 
Today:    Smart City 
 
Tomorrow: Resilient City ?? 



Smart URBANISM 
 not Smart Cities 

 
 



Smart URBANISM 
 
Smart LAW 
Smart POLICY 
Smart DESIGN 
Smart EDUCATION 
 



Smart URBANISM 
 
A paradigm shift from 
Housing in Cities to … 
Living in Cities 


