


Rallou Panagiotou. Installation, Tramway, 2008

The commission for the Deste Prize essay resulted from an ongoing dialogue
with the artist beginning in 2006. The image above typifies the nature of the
artist’s work during this period. Recurrent themes that emerged within the work
and the debate that surrounded it at this time included: the history of modernist
art; temporality, ruination and the ideology of progress; the conditions of
modernity (including the growth of consumer capitalism, the spectacle and
XXX) and their relation to the formation of subjectivity. These are all topics that
are addressed in one form or another by the essay.
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Mister city p'liceman sitting pretty little p’licemen in a row

See how they fly like Lucy in the sky, see how they run.

I'm crying
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here in the diabolical domains of the simulacrum where
paradox is the law: in order to say the same thing as
Derrida, we are obliged to go in for reconstruction
(where we would like to speak deconstruction), we are
constrained to analytic dryness (where we would like

to communicate the breadth and genius of a writing),

and we expose ourselves to the necessary risk of mak-
ing mistakes (where we would like to be sure and ex-
act). This double bind (DES, 34; LOB, 118 ff; SI, 56, 6

UG, 154ff) just is the law of repetition: what repeats
must be the same (there is sameness only if it repeats,
and the only repetition is of the same), but can in no
case be the identical (D, 123, 127; SI, 88; WD, 294—
300). It’s the same thing with Derrida’s work, which,
we can say without prejudice to him, repeats itsel

This work, which is remarkable for its diversity and its
consistency, its powers of dispersion and of gathering,
its formation (PS, 9), cannot be divided into styles or
periods: even the quite widespread idea that there are
first of all very philosophical texts and then, after Glas
(1974), a more “literary” and less “serious” tendency, is
doubtful as to its empirical accuracy and irrelevant to

been most alive in me, the vein I wonder if Geoffrey Bennington
can have found, and it’s as though Geoff, very close, pronounce
it Djef, because I love him and from the depths of my admira-
tion without memory, as though I were insinuating to him the
principle of a reply to this improbable question of what blood
has been for me since ever, since, seeking a sentence, I have been
seeking myself in a sentence, yes, I, and since a circumbygone
period at the end of which I would say I and which would, fi-
nally, have the form, my language, another, of what I have
turned around, from one periphrasis to the next, knowing that
it took place but never, according to the strange turn of the













description of what we are looking at in the context of the project.




