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Engineering journalists and the British Empire 1890-1930: The case of Stafford Ransome

CASPER ANDERSEN  University of Aarhus  ideca@hum.au.dk
In recent years historians have begun to analyse the flow and circulation of news and knowledge across the British Empire and particular the role played by the press in the establishment of imperial loyalties and identities. My presentation explores this theme with respect to the engineering press. It is based on a survey of four London-based engineering periodicals that were widely distributed in the British colonies and dominions in the period 1890-1930. Specifically, my presentation will focus on Stafford Ransome, a journalist-engineer whose career as editor of the journals African Engineering and Eastern Engineering provides a path for analysing the imperial dimension in the circulation of news and knowledge among British engineers. 
Aspects of the literary output of British engineers in the nineteenth century 
MIKE CHRIMES  Institution of Civil Engineers (London)  Mike.Chrimes@ice.org.uk
In this paper I intend to concentrate on certain aspects of the literary output of British engineers in the nineteenth century, drawing on the collections of the Institution of Civil Engineers (http://www.ice.org.uk/knowledge/knowledge_library.asp) and research associated with the Biographical Dictionary of Civil Engineers Project (Skempton, 2002; Cross-Rudkin and Chrimes, 2008; McWilliam, forthcoming).  In the last 20 years the ‘publishing’ environment has changed rapidly, but much of what I say will have been true through the twentieth century until the 1990s.
Righting wrongs and re-writing rights: Oliver Lodge & Silvanus Thompson’s alternative narratives of electrical invention 
GRAEME GOODAY University of Leeds  G.J.N.Gooday@leeds.ac.uk
Greg Myers has argued (“Discovery to Invention”, SSS, 1995) that the writing of patents and journal articles has long involved radically different historiographies of innovation: the latter typically emphasizing continuities with previous work, the former highlighting discontinuities. Authors in techno-science have long produced both such documents, typically writing each for distinct (legal vs leisure) audiences. Yet such demarcations are easily overstated, as I show for the inter-related patenting and journalistic activities of Silvanus P. Thompson in telephony, and Oliver Lodge in wireless. To publicize their dissent at law courts’ granting of exclusive patent rights to rivals, they penned letters to the Times and wrote articles for the Saturday Review and Anglo-Saxon Review.  Thompson went further: his Philipp Reis, Inventor of the Telephone: A Biographical Sketch (London, Spon, 1883) documented evidence suitable for courtroom challenge to Bell’s and Edison’s telephone patents, and also set a pattern for his later mature biographies of Faraday (1898) and Kelvin (1910).

Authorship, intellectual property and British aeronautical engineering in the early twentieth century

CHRISTINE MACLEOD University of Bristol C.Macleod@bristol.ac.uk
During the first decade of the twentieth century, the long cherished ambition of powered flight was finally achieved. For the amateurs who had been exchanging information freely in pursuit of this common goal there appeared the new prospect of commercial aviation, which posed more acutely the dilemma of whether to continue such open exchanges or to seek private profits through trade secrecy and patent protection. The Aeronautical Society of Great Britain, founded in 1866, espoused an ethos of open communication and from 1897 provided a public forum in the Aeronautical Journal. The Journal’s first editor, Capt. Baden Baden-Powell, immediately addressed the inventor’s dilemma, encouraging others to follow his own practice of obtaining patent protection prior to publication.  My paper explores this paradox in the light of the 1883 Patents and Designs Act which, I shall argue, by sharply reducing the cost of provisional protection, allowed inventors to employ the patent system simply to register priority – as a routine defensive instrument.  It proceeds to examine the strategic use of publication and patents as means of protecting intellectual property by the leading aero- and motor-engineer Frederick Lanchester (1868-1946). Not only was Lanchester a prolific patentee (426 applications); he was also a regular contributor to the Aeronautical Journal and other engineering journals and the author of important works on the theory of aerodynamics and the military deployment of aircraft. 

Re-reading Brunel: cultures of reading and writing in early nineteenth-century engineering
BEN MARSDEN University of Aberdeen b.marsden@abdn.ac.uk
This paper explores cultures of reading and writing in early nineteenth-century engineering, focusing, first, on the practices of the thoroughly atypical Isambard Kingdom Brunel. One of a triumvirate of ‘heroic’ British engineers, Brunel conjures images of vast engineering works like the Great Western Railway and the Great Eastern steamship. But words also figured, actually and metaphorically, in Brunel’s engineering life. He read Euclid and Hume as a child; a stock of precise architectural drawings made up his ‘Engineer’s Alphabet’; data-rich notebooks accumulated vital technical gleanings. Brunel designed the novel Great Western Railway by adopting ‘a language ... understood by nobody about him’; he constructed it with happy reading and smooth writing in mind. His Great Eastern, too, would have its sumptuous library. At home, Brunel’s mock-Elizabethan ‘Shakespeare Room’ decorated by Landseer and others, stood as a token of wealth, literary schooling – and patronage of the arts. Moving outwards from the individualist literary context and labours of Brunel, the chapter then considers a wider community of nineteenth-century engineering readers, whether of abstruse French textbooks or useful British practical compendia, and authors – of patents and pamphlets, and of popularizations and periodicals.

William Johnson (1823-1864) and the ‘world of industrial readers’
FRANCES ROBERTSON
Glasgow School of Art
Fr.Robertson@gsa.ac.uk
This paper considers the writing practices of William Johnson (1823-1864), editor of the Practical mechanics’ journal, and the translator, editor and author of the Practical draughtsman’s book of industrial design (1853). Johnson also acted as Secretary to the Glasgow Committee for the Great Exhibition (PICE 1866: 528), and a further publication. The Imperial cyclopaedia of machinery (Johnson nd [1852-6]), presents a large, brash and lavishly illustrated celebration of that event. I have chosen Johnson’s professional practice as a writer as one example of how status could be negotiated in public life by building an audience for the particular expertise of engineers in the period to 1850. Engineers were embroiled with other groups competing for cultural status, for example the BAAS or the ‘design reformers’, and in his work Johnson defended his own specialism whilst making large, reasoned claims about the function of technical and mechanical drawing skills in wider intellectual life. Previous discussions of the visual practices of elite engineers and inventors have often sought to gain access to a private train of creative through manifested, for example through in autographic sketches and ‘first thoughts’. In contrast to such approaches I have used relatively low grade, banal material to consider how engineering was made visible in public culture and how this particular elite engineer aimed to negotiate allegiances with other groups that were aiming to claim social and intellectual distinction. 

