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Glasgow Improvisers Orchestra:
Filming Improvisation / Improvising with Film
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The trouble with zoom for non-
improvised music?
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George Barber (1989) 1001 Colours Andy 
Never Thought of
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Forerunners to Hybrid Piece (2024) –
Foutraque (2021) and Concerto for Virtualities

and Orchestra (2022)
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Augmented reality





Maria’s NEEDS SIGNAL flow diagram





Folding Space 
/Folding Time

39



Folding Space 
/Folding Time

40

Conduction Gestures
(text + theremin movements transmitted (visually) to Jessica by a performer at the other end of the stage)
(theremin shared by two performers Jessica + ………….. )

Twins, 
(then spotlighting two performers from different sides of the orchestra, to prompt a duet)

https://glasgowschoolofart.padlet.org/jargo/folding-space-folding-time-
ewl1bvepw3xl8l18

https://glasgowschoolofart.padlet.org/jargo/folding-space-folding-time-ewl1bvepw3xl8l18




Folding Space 
/Folding Time
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Composing a Hybrid Piece

• .
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“I won’t play” – zoom/room mediator

• .
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Composing a Hybrid Piece

• .

51



52



MOVEMENT I. LISTEN and RESPOND
Lighting as conductor 
ZOOM /ROOM switch

53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



Composing a Hybrid Piece

• .
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MOVEMENT II. DUET
Subverting ZOOM as teleconferencing tool Duet 

for matriarchal voices
• .
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Composing a Hybrid Piece

• .
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MOVEMENT II. DUET
Subverting ZOOM as teleconferencing tool Duet 

for matriarchal voices
• .
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MOVEMENT III: 
FREE IMPROVISATION with LIGHT CRESCENDO

Lighting as conductor 

69



Composing a Hybrid Piece

• .
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Planning a Hybrid Piece 
and Global Film Screening
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Scoping the tech
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GIOFest XVI - Global Film Screening
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GIOFest XVI - Mainstage Films “S L O W” 
before “Pibroch for Palestine”



GIOFest XVI - Mainstage Films 
“Passport” before “Unbound”



GIOFest XVI - Mainstage Films
“Lines on the Floor” after 

GIOBabies Movement workshop







Making sense of the ever-expanding archive –
compressing one year into one hour

• .
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fixed and reproducible texts (SONGS) of 
a rock band 

/ ephemeral and disappearing 
improvised musiC

Dr. Jessica Argo





























Does cello queer a rock band? 
Gendering musical instruments 

/ 
Rectifying power imbalance in sound

Dr. Jessica Argo









































Dr. Jessica Argo
Programme Leader BDes Sound for Moving Image

Subject specialisms:
• Critical Studies in Sound for Moving Image, Studio Projects
• (PGT) Research in Sound and Film, Sound Culture, Spatial Audio, Alternative 

Approaches to 360 Film and VR
• Experimental Research: Sound for Emotion/Immersive Exhibit User Testing

Other roles at GSA:
• Widening Participation, English Language Immersion classes, Equality 

Diversity and Inclusion Lead at SimVis
• Public outreach for art and science (TEDx, Glasgow Science Festival)
• Immersive installation artist, curating live experimental video in dance clubs 

and white cube
• Cello and MOOG Theremini player and member of Glasgow Improvisers’ 

Orchestra
• Former MDes Sound for Moving Image and PhD student @ GSA SimVis,
• BA (Hons) Painting @ ECA.
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Synaesthetic Parties
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Self staged / Collaboration / dance club / 
white cube

• https://youtu.be/qls1rK1L7yo?si=tPl-c6MEbailIKK5
• https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267567335_THE_SOC

IAL_AND_AUDIOVISUAL_HARMONICS_OF_PROGRESSIVE_HOUSE_
CLUB_CULTURE_THE_PHYSIOLOGICAL_EFFECTS_OF_A_STAGED_S
YNAESTHETIC_PRODUCTION

• https://www.jessicaargo.com/media-gallery.html
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https://youtu.be/qls1rK1L7yo?si=tPl-c6MEbailIKK5
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267567335_THE_SOCIAL_AND_AUDIOVISUAL_HARMONICS_OF_PROGRESSIVE_HOUSE_CLUB_CULTURE_THE_PHYSIOLOGICAL_EFFECTS_OF_A_STAGED_SYNAESTHETIC_PRODUCTION
https://www.jessicaargo.com/media-gallery.html


Self-staged dance club

129

https://youtu.
be/9HpKf1Hh
q6g?si=dz3GIr
WYUFj9-qGr

https://youtu.be/9HpKf1Hhq6g?si=dz3GIrWYUFj9-qGr


Playlists planned
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With stop motion animations rhythmically 
matched in Final Cut Express
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Collaboration - Fabrizio Maurizi

• 4 x 10m wide screens wrapped round the audience
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Collaboration - Fabrizio Maurizi

• 4 x 10m wide screens wrapped round the audience
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Collaboration - Fabrizio Maurizi

• DVD decks with Roland Edirol V4 
Visuals Mixer
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Collaboration - Max Cooper

• A light maze of mesh screens in the audience
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Collaboration - Max Cooper

• AV Mixer Lite – laptop based visuals mixing (fades)
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Space Dimension Controller

• https://youtu.be/LCAgPFP48Jw?si=xyLxqaQj8Pa3WoKs
• A warp gate / black and white black hole – 12 tutu screens in a 

line 

137

https://youtu.be/LCAgPFP48Jw?si=xyLxqaQj8Pa3WoKs


Space Dimension Controller

• AV Mixer Lite – but with Additive and Subtractive Synthesis

138



Embassy Gallery, Insitute of Jamais Vu

• A pivoting large mesh screen with two projectors
• A cinema format with lecture
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In the painting studio

• I recorded optical 
experiments with old 
projectors, acetate 
sheets, film  strips –
one frame at a time / 
long line 
https://youtu.be/Pi8G
KhpzIlk?si=i6vnN58xl
WTsrajs
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https://youtu.be/Pi8GKhpzIlk?si=i6vnN58xlWTsrajs


In the painting studio

• Film prisms and other 
optical devices 
https://youtu.be/UFgH
0Xi1lJ4?si=E5uZZkbO
58ddXGfL

• Analogues of 
printmaking processes 
like stone lithography
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https://youtu.be/UFgH0Xi1lJ4?si=E5uZZkbO58ddXGfL


In the painting studio

• Analogues of 
printmaking processes 
like stone lithography
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Out in the world

• I filmed reflective surfaces or found optical, microrhytmic
curiosities
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Based on these analogue techniques, we 
will…
• make our own images!

• Using acetate sheets – can do additive synthesis and hand held motion patterns 
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/17984576780584291/

• Drawing onto cells as if acetate film strips for a super 8 projector 
https://youtu.be/Pi8GKhpzIlk?si=i6vnN58xlWTsrajs

• Filming optical curiosities (shiny things or refractive lenses/prisms) – imbuing 
motion and rhythms with camera movements or spinning of objects
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https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/17984576780584291/
https://youtu.be/Pi8GKhpzIlk?si=i6vnN58xlWTsrajs
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