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1938 Empire Exhibition

MR Gray Laidlaw has given us a lovely
reminder in his letter today of the enthusiastic
joy engendered by the Empire Exhibition in
Glasgow in 1938. Since my father and mother
had much to do with the promotion of the exhi-
bition, I can tell him, from our records, that 270 ‘
policemen and 40 detectives were on duty on
the last night and only 23 visitors required their
attention for minor offences; a further nine
were drunk and 12 had breached the peace.

After 8pm rain fell incessantly but by 10pm
347,492 visiiors had been recorded through the
turnstiles. At the closing, the Voice of the Exhi-
bition spoke out a farewell message — “I am the
embodiment of all that has made for Glasgow
a memorable achievement . . . I die tonight.
May memories of me abide in your hearts”. It
is splendid they do, especially the fact that the
exhibtion did not open on Sundays.

Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, oy,
Broomhall, Dunfermline. May 25. < uoo
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This project is developed from the research carried out by the School of Innovation and
Technology at The Glasgow School of Art. This booklet was designed by Troy Nelson
and printed as part of the public programme at V&A Dundee.

The images in this booklet are provided courtesy of Daisy Abbott at Glasgow School of
Art. The original images and scans are provided with thanks to Neil Baxter, GSA,
House for an Art Lover, Glasgow Archives and Mitchell Library.

These images are for reference only and not to be reproduced or sold.



Buy your PRIZE CROP
in these specz'al new

EAHIBITION Fat Fifties!

ATTRACTIVE
COMMEMORATIVE
FLAT 50’s TINS

2/8

In each tin there are two Cards in
full colour showing buildings of the Empire
Exhibition. Attractive Albums for these Cards
may be obtained at all good tobacconists.

PRIZE (ROP

CIGRRETTES - 10 for Bd. - 20 for V-

Made in Scotland—Medium Strength—Slow Smoking.

Stephen Mitchell & Son, Branch of The Imperial Tobacco Company (of Great Britain
and Ireland), Ltd., St. Andrew Square, Glasgow.



