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A paradigm shift



GENIUS LOCI

ZEIGEIST
Spirit of the Place

Spirit of the Times
Frank Arneil Walker

1999
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“Most of the geography of Scotland consists of
mountains, grass, heather and Glasgow” (Frank Muir)

GENIUS LOCI



DEMOGRAPHIC
CLIMATE &
TECHNOLOGICAL
CHANGE

A benign or toxic cycle?

Vision, leadership 
and pragmatic 
management are 
needed to respond 
to these global 
trends.

This is the 21st

century challenge 
for government, 
business and 
education at 
national, regional 
and city level.

Health
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INDUSTRIALISATION

SUPER GROWTH

DENDUSTRIALISATION

SHRINKING

REGENERATION

STABILITY

DE-CARBONISATION

SUSTAINABLE
GROWTH

1850 1930 1975 2015 2050

THE FOUR ERAS OF MODERN GLASGOW
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Legacy Challenges:

1. De-industrialisation – Modernist Planning

2. De-industrialisation – Stranded Assets

3. De-industrialisation –Vacant and derelict land

4. De-industrialisation – Depopulation
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CLIMATE Challenges:

1. De-carbonisation and deep retrofit of entire building 
stocks – residential, office, retail, and every other landuse;

2. De-carbonisation and deep retrofit of entire movement 
systems (MAAS);

3. Climate adaptation to the entire drainage network, the 
entire river systems and sea-level change;

4. Balance Climate adaptation with social justice, health and 
economic development.
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Everyday\City
Metropolitan\City

International\City



JUBILEE EXHIBITION 1888 EMPIRE EXHIBITION 1938
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OpenCity\Glasgow
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Metropolitan\City
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Everyday\City
Regeneration Foci:

Place
Living
Prosperity
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Glasgow City
Electoral Wards

Glasgow City
Community Planning Partnerships

Glasgow City
Locality Plns

CityUrbanist\Glasgow

Everyday\City



CityUrbanist\Glasgow

Localism



Legacy Challenges:

1. Stranded Assets;

2. Vacant and derelict land;

3. River System;
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Metropolitan\RiverSystem
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Vertical Integration of SDGs into National & Local Frameworks

Global Goals National Outcomesbecome



HOUSING 

TO 2040

HOUSING: The key to vertical and horizontal integration of SDGs



GLASGOW: Climate & housing action directed to quality of place & quality of life 



Systems Design
&

Service Design
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“Those responsible for providing services and looking after assets 
in a place need to work and plan together, and with local 
communities, to improve the lives of people, support inclusive 
and sustainable economic growth and create more 
successful places.”

Scottish Government

The Place Principle
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Planning

Purpose … is to manage the 
development and use of land in the 

long-term public interest. 
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PLANNING
Space & Use

POLICY & 
Regulation

PLANS & 
OUTPUTS

PLACE
Urbanism & Design

ACTION & 
Empowerment

DELIVERY & 
OUTCOMES
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Everyday\City
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