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STRENGTHENING NATIONAL CAPACITIES !
for Sustainable Housing, Energy Efficiency and Urban Development	

	
	
	

BEST PRACTICE IN CITY DESIGN 	
Professor Brian Mark Evans	
The Glasgow School of Art	

	

Starting Point …   1 
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https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/	

Joan	Clos:	a	paradigm	shi8	from	issue	to	ac>on	
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Oh	yes!	Its	
NEW	and	its	
URBAN?	

I	wonder	if	
she	has	an	
…	AGENDA?	
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What does this mean 
for cities in practice? 

Trends in UNECE 2 
A: 	Demography	
B: 	Automation	
C:	Urban Concentration	
D:	New Urban Paradigm	
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North American 
Sub-region

EU/EFTA or Western and 
Central European Sub-region

Sub-region of 
Eastern Europe, 
Russia, Caucasus 
and Central Asia 
(EERCCA)

Countries of 
South East Europe

 - United States

 - Canada

 - Armenia 

 - Azerbaijan 

 - Belarus

 - Georgia

 - Kazakhstan

 - Kyrgyzstan

 - Moldova

 - Russian

 - Tajikistan

 - Turkmenistan

 - Ukraine

 - Uzbekistan

 - Austria

 - Belgium

 - Bulgaria

 - Croatia

 - Republic of Cyprus

 - Czech Republic,

 - Denmark

 - Hungary

 - Ireland

 - Italy

 - Latvia

 - Lithuania

 - Luxembourg

 - Malta

 - Netherlands

 - Poland

 - Portugal

 - Romania

 - Slovakia

 - Slovenia

 - Spain

 - Sweden 

 - the UK

354.4million

(2013)

287million

(2014)

520million

(?)

 - Republic of Turkey

 - the State of Israel

 - Bosnia-Herzegovina Montenegro

 - the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia

 - Serbia 

 - Albania

100million

(?)

EU countries

EFTA countries
 - Iceland

 - Liechtenstein

 - Norway

 - Switzerland

The Sub-Regions of the UNECE with statistics on population

North	America	 EU/EFTA	 Eastern	Europe	Russia	
Caucasus	&	Central	Asia	

South	East	Europe	

290	
100	

355	
520	

The	Territories	of	the	United	Na>ons	Economic	Commission	for	Europe	(UNECE)	

VLADIVOSTOK	

VANCOUVER	

LIFE EXPECTANCY LOW FERTILITY
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Trends in UNECE 2 
A: 	Demography	
B: 	Automation	
C:	Urban Concentration	
D:	New Urban Paradigm	
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Books/Films 	 	  Taxis	 	 	  Hotels 	 	 	Music	
	

The Internet of Things	
	
Collaborative Commons 	
	
Rise of the ‘Pro-Sumer’ 	
	

(Jeremy Rifkin)	
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Trends in UNECE 2 
A: 	Demography	
B: 	Automation	
C:	Urban Concentration	
D:	New Urban Paradigm	
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MARCHETTI 
CONSTANT	

	
The average time 

spent travelling each 
day is ~ 1.5 hours	

	
Time is fixed 
Distance is 

elastic	
	

Shrink Space with Time	
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Is the UK 	
one	
‘Super-city’	

Trends in UNECE 2 
A: 	Demography	
B: 	Automation	
C:	Urban Concentration	
D:	New Urban Paradigm	
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Increasing		
UrbanisaTon	

&	
ConcentraTon 

AgglomeraTon	
Knowledge	
Economies 

Interconnected	
City	Clusters 

Urban	
Shrinking	in	
CiTes	outside	
the	Clusters 

THE CYCLE OF URBAN CONCENTRATION : ‘SUPER-CITIES’

Ageing	urban	
populaTon	
Low	ferTlity 

MigraTon	to	
Successful	

Cluster	CiTes 

Reinforces	
economic	

performance	
of	clusters 

Creates	
further	

challenges	to	
isolated	ciTes 

THE DEMOGRAPHIC CYCLE
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Outward	
MigraTon 

Declining	Tax	
Base 

Surplus	Land	
&	Buildings 

Oversized	
Infrastructure 

THE SHRINKING CITY – a negaGve urban cycle

Edge	City	&	
Suburban	

Development 

Erosion	of	
FuncTons	in	
Urban	Core 

IneffecTve	
Public	

Transport 

Metropolitan 
Coalescence 

THE SPRAWLING CITY – a negaGve urban cycle
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THE!
INDUSTRIAL !

CITY !

THE!
KNOWLEDGE !

CITY !

No Spatial 
needs beyond 

Proximity 

Universities, 
Airports, 
Cultural 
Quarters 

The 
importance of 
Place - Image 

& 
Attractiveness 

Demand for 
Mixed-use and 

the 
Experience 
Economy 

Access to 
Materials & 

Markets  

Freight 
Transport 
Networks 

Significant 
In-migration 

Zoning of 
Land for 

Efficiency and 
Health 
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Leadership & 
Strategy 

Health & 
Wellbeing 

Economy & 
Society 

Infrastructure 
& 

Environment 

THE RESILIENT CITY – a posiGve urban cycle
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•  Enhance natural & 
man-made assets 

•  Assure continuity of 
critical services 

•  Provide mobility & 
communications  

•  Promote cohesive & 
engaged communities 

•  Ensure stability, 
security & justice 

•  Foster economic 
prosperity 

•  Meet basic needs 
•  Support livelihood & 

employment 
•  Ensure public services 

•  Promote leadership & 
effective management 

•  Empower stakeholders 
•  Foster long term & 

integrated planning 

Leadership & 
Strategy 

Health & 
Wellbeing 

Economy & 
Society 

Infrastructure 
& 

Environment 

THE RESILIENT CITY – a posiGve urban cycle

Effective 
Labour 
Market 

Dense 
Development 

Integrated 
Public 

Transport 

Efficient 
Public 

Services 

THE COMPACT CITY – a posiGve urban cycle

OECD	
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THE KNOWLEDGE CITY – a posiGve urban cycle

No spatial 
needs beyond 

Proximity 

Universities, 
Airports, 
Cultural 
Quarters 

The 
importance of 
Place - Image 

& 
Attractiveness 

Demand for 
Mixed-use and 

the 
Experience 
Economy 

THE KNOWLEDGE CITY – the new urban paradigm

Urbanism response … 
 
… back to the future ... 
to the … 
… New Urban Agenda 

3 
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The legacy of the modern movement	
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Five seminal 
books in 
Urbanism & 
City Design	

Empiricism – trust in human senses	
	
Rationalism – working from first principles	
	
Pragmatism – methods known to work in practice	
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Urbanism requires balance:	
	
The spirit of the place 	 	(genius loci)	
The spirit of the times	 	(zeitgeist)	
	
and	
	
Integration of disciplines	(analysis/policy/design)	

Case Studies 
 
Warsaw 
Moscow (metropolitan) 
Moscow (public space) 
Buffalo 

4 
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WARSAW	

LODZ	

KIELCE	
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Case Studies 
 
Warsaw 
Moscow (metropolitan) 
Moscow (public space) 
Buffalo 

4 
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Case Studies 
 
Warsaw 
Moscow (metropolitan) 
Moscow (public space) 
Buffalo 

4 
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Case Studies 
 
Warsaw 
Moscow (metropolitan) 
Moscow (public space) 
Buffalo 

4 
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Pi]sburgh	

Yesterday: Sustainable City  
 
Today:    Smart City 
 
Tomorrow: Resilient City ?? 
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5 Smart URBANISM 
 
Smart LAW 
Smart POLICY 
Smart DESIGN 
Smart Education 
 

5 Smart URBANISM 
 
Liveable CITY  
Knowledge CITY 
 


