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Welcome to everyone! 
Karen and I are the RADAR team, and over the next 40 or so minutes, we are going to bring you up to speed with the latest developments around the Open Access policy for the forthcoming Research Excellence Framework (or REF) exercise.
We’re recording this session, and will make it available afterwards, via the intranet – so please turn your cameras off for now.
We’ll then stop the recording, and move to any questions you may have.
The slides and notes will also be shared on the intranet afterwards.





What do the following acronyms stand for?

– AAM:
• Author Accepted Manuscript

– CC:
• Creative Commons (Licences)

– ISSN:
• International Standard Serial Number

Image by juicy_fish
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Here are the answers to our Mentimeter quiz questions:

Author Accepted Manuscript (AAM)
Creative Commons (CC) Licences
International Standard Serial Number (ISSN)


As we all know, acronyms are a useful shorthand – and as we are going to be dealing with all of these today, I wanted to make sure we all start from the same page…
All of the above terms are relevant for understanding the REF 2029 Open Access policy




Overview of today’s session
• What is Open Access?
• Recent developments

– What has changed since the REF 2021 OA policy?

• What do I need to do to comply?
• How to identify: 

– your author accepted manuscript (AAM)
– the ‘date of acceptance’
– publisher embargoes

• OA requirements for UKRI-funded researchers
• Questions and discussion
• Further support and resources
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As an overview of today’s session, Karen and I are going to cover:

What is Open Access? Who does it benefit, and why?  Some of you will already be familiar with some aspects of OA, but for others it may be a new topic, so we’ll provide a brief introduction.
We’ll then discuss some recent developments in the OA policy area, specifically around the requirements for research outputs being submitted to the 2029 Research Excellence Framework (or REF) – and we’ll look at what has changed since the last REF OA policy
The key question then is: What do you need to do to comply? We’ll look at the potential implications when publishing research outputs such as journal articles and conference papers.
… and as part of this, we’ll help you to identify your author accepted manuscript (AAM) – as per the quiz just now! – and the ‘date of acceptance’, as well as understanding the changes around publisher embargoes
Finally, we’ll provide a reminder of the OA requirements for those of you who are UKRI-funded researchers; these go a little further than the REF OA policy.
We’ve allowed plenty of time for questions and discussion, and we’ll leave you with some pointers to further help, support and resources!




A recap: what is ‘Open Access’?

• Open Access (OA) means online access to research outputs, 
which are free for anyone to view, read and download, 
without the need to log in or make a payment

• Where possible, Open Access materials should be free of 
most copyright restrictions. Many researchers use        
Creative Commons (CC) licences to make potential users 
aware of how they can use the work

• GSA ‘Creative Commons licenses explained’ guide: 
http://radar.gsa.ac.uk/6955/

• CC licence chooser: https://creativecommons.org/chooser/
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[refer to OA definitions on slide – bullet points 1 and 2]

The principles of OA were established way back in 2003, in the Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities (there is a link to the Berlin Declaration via the OA staff intranet pages).

We have a guide in RADAR which explains the different Creative Commons licences, and a detailed breakdown is also available via the Creative Commons website. There are different “flavours” of CC licences, and they vary in what they permit users to do – but you will often see “CC-BY”, which means “Attribution Required (BY): Credit must be given to you, the creator.”

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/
http://radar.gsa.ac.uk/6955/
https://creativecommons.org/chooser/


Open Access - in a picture
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OA can benefit you and others: 
It enables your research to be disseminated quickly and widely – making it more visible and discoverable, e.g. to potential collaborators, future students, … 
OA leads to increased engagement with, and understanding of, your research by business, government, charities and the wider public 
OA enables you to comply with requirements by research funders (e.g. REF, and UKRI), as well as publishers – we’ll talk about that in more detail shortly  
And finally, OA provides a good return on public money – and can enrich the cultural and intellectual lives of those who do not usually have access to high level research.

OA also relates to research integrity:
The UK Committee on Research Integrity’s current Concordat to Support Research Integrity, published in April 2025, refers directly to “open research practices” throughout: 
https://ukcori.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/The-Concordat-to-Support-Research-Integrity-2025.pdf  




“Green” and “Gold” Open Access

• Two main models of open access:
– Green OA: author deposits the accepted version of their 

manuscript in an institutional repository (e.g. RADAR)

– Gold OA: author publishes in an open access journal, 
where Article Processing Charges (APCs) may sometimes 
be charged

• publisher immediately makes the Version of Record (VoR) 
available to read and download on their website for free

• GSA has some ‘Read and Publish’ agreements, where the APC is 
covered

• GSA’s preference is for Green OA 
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There are two main models of Open Access publishing, Green and Gold [refer to definitions on slide].

Thanks to our membership of SHEDL, the Scottish HE Digital Library, GSA participates in a number of ‘Read and Publish’ agreements, where the APC is covered. Any GSA-affiliated researcher can publish Gold OA at no additional cost to the author or the institution, in eligible journals included in these deals. More information is available via the Research intranet pages.

GSA’s preference is for Green OA – so if you need help identifying eligible journals, where the publisher will allow us to share the research openly via RADAR without a charge, then get in touch – we are happy to help!

https://radar.gsa.ac.uk/
https://gsofa.sharepoint.com/sites/intranet/ProfessionalSupport/Research/Pages/Read-and-Publish-Agreements.aspx


Recent developments
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• The REF 2029 OA policy was published on 11 
December 2024

• Updates published to policy wording and FAQs in 
March and May 2025
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The REF 2029 Open Access policy was published just before Christmas last year, which gave Research Office staff something interesting to think about over the festive break (!)

There have already been some clarifications/amendments to the OA policy even in the short time since it was first published. The REF OA policy website only shows the latest version of the policy, but all changes are recorded in a change log. 

It is definitely worth consulting the accompanying FAQs alongside the main policy wording, as they offer important points of clarification in relation to areas including publisher embargoes and licensing. 

https://2029.ref.ac.uk/guidance/ref-2029-open-access-policy/
https://2029.ref.ac.uk/about/faqs/


What’s changed since the REF 2021 OA Policy?
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• shorter embargo periods (halved from 24 months to 12 months for Art 
and Design outputs submitted to REF Panel D)

• ‘Longform’ publications (books and book chapters) are not in-scope of the 
2029 policy, but they will be in-scope for the subsequent REF

• new licensing requirements: outputs should be licensed as openly as 
possible:
– section 7.5.2, “Outputs should be shared as openly as possible; the funding 

bodies’ strong preference is for licensing as CC-BY or other license formats 
meeting this standard of openness. However, licensing outputs at CC-BY- NC 
or CC-BY-ND (including CC-BY-NC-ND) or licenses meeting an equivalent 
standard of openness are also permitted.”

– Where the accepted manuscript is shared and the publisher does not allow a 
suitable open licence, the output will not need to meet the licensing 
requirements. However, the licensing requirements will apply to all in-scope 
outputs from 1 January 2029
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We would like to highlight several key changes relative to the REF 2021 Open Access policy. 

The 2029 OA policy respects publishers’ embargoes - periods of time where access to an output is restricted - (we will explain more about embargoes later). However, the maximum permissible embargo period for Art and Design outputs (REF Panel D) is halved, from 24 months to 12 months. This has implications for you when considering which journal and publishing route to pursue.

‘Longform’ publications (books and book chapters) are not in-scope of the current policy, but they will be in-scope for the next REF exercise. As these output types tend to have longer publication timescales, it is important to start thinking about this now. 

There are new licensing requirements, which set the terms for the sharing and re-use of outputs. The key thing to note is that the policy states that outputs should be licensed as openly as possible. 

The REF team have recently clarified that where the route to Open Access is by sharing the accepted version and the publisher does not allow a suitable open licence, the publication will not need to meet these new licence requirements.

However, the FAQs state that the licensing requirements will apply to all in-scope outputs from 1 Jan 2029.





https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F2029.ref.ac.uk%2Fguidance%2Fref-2029-open-access-policy%2F%23section-technical-requirements-outputs-published-from-1-january-2026&data=05%7C02%7CK.Veitch%40gsa.ac.uk%7C82fa2b1824704f3f1ff908dd96ae8140%7C67f9795821514513bd2170cde632768b%7C0%7C0%7C638832398415525463%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H0m7ZqoXab%2BwAPrWYHJZO3B%2BfVDViwrvi%2F5Hp7NSBN8%3D&reserved=0


The REF 2029 OA 
policy only applies 
to journal articles 
and conference 
papers with an ISSN
(International 
Standard Serial 
Number) 

Image credit: By GNOME icon artists (HTTP / FTP) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0) or LGPL 
(http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/lgpl.html)], via Wikimedia Commons
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Its important to note the REF’S Open Access policy only applies to journal articles and conference papers with an ISSN. There is currently no requirement to make other forms of research output such as exhibitions, books and creative work openly accessible in the same way as journal articles, although we do encourage you to make these outputs open access as a way to increase their visibility impact. 

As I mentioned on the previous slide, ‘long-form’ outputs – books and book chapters – are not in-scope of the 2029 OA policy, REF have stated that they will be in-scope of the subsequent REF OA policy.

Any output type can be eligible for REF submission, and credit will be given in the People, Culture and Environment component of the next REF where other research output types have been made openly accessible. And we’re keen to work with you, to explore how OA can work for other output types – e.g. in conjunction with the recently revised practice-based research template - ?





What do I need to do to comply?
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Complying with the REF 2029 OA policy is actually a relatively straightforward process. 

This workflow diagram aims to simplify the process for you [run through steps in workflow diagram].

For those outputs which are in-scope of the policy, the deposit step requires the author to secure a copy of the ‘author’s accepted manuscript’ (AAM). We will explain how you can identify this shortly.  

Once you have the accepted manuscript, you should upload it to RADAR as soon as possible, within 3 months of the date of acceptance.

Once the accepted manuscript has been uploaded to RADAR, we will check that the outputs has fulfilled all policy requirements, and can apply any necessary publisher’s embargoes. 



What does this mean for me?

• Potentially informs your choice of journal
– Use tools such as Jisc Open Policy Finder and the 

Journal Checker tool

• Remember that you have access to GSA’s ‘Read 
and Publish’ deals, which enable you to publish 
‘Gold’ OA, essentially for ‘free’
– please contact the RADAR team, ideally as soon as you 

are thinking of submitting to a journal!
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You might well be asking, what do the REF OA policy requirements mean for me? 

The policy potentially informs your choice of journal, as different publishers have different restrictions on when you can share the output, which may or may not be compliant. 
We recommend that you use tools such as the new Jisc Open Policy Finder and the Journal Checker tool to check for details of publisher embargo periods and for info on how to comply with REF and funder OA policies

Remember that you have access to GSA’s ‘Read and Publish’ deals, which enable you to publish ‘Gold’ Open Access essentially for ‘free’, meaning that you will be able to share the final published version of your output immediately upon publication

We are planning a short separate session on R&P deals!

[Clipart image of spanner ‘Roughly drawn spanner’ sourced from an educational poster uploaded to OpenClipArt: https://openclipart.org/detail/280985/roughly-drawn-spanner-2]

https://www.jisc.ac.uk/open-policy-finder
https://journalcheckertool.org/
https://gsofa.sharepoint.com/sites/intranet/ProfessionalSupport/Research/Pages/Read-and-Publish-Agreements.aspx


Which version of a paper is the ‘author’s 
accepted manuscript’ (AAM)?

12

• An AAM is usually a plain text document – there 
should be no copy editing or typesetting
• There will usually be no page numbers
• There should be no publisher copyright statement or 
watermarks
• The text should be searchable

• A Version of Record (VoR) will usually contain: 
- the publisher’s typesetting
- the publisher’s logo
- page numbers
- the publisher’s copyright statement
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[Refer to text on slide]



What is the accepted date?

• The output has been reviewed 
by the journal or conference 
(normally via peer review) 

• All necessary changes have 
been made in response to that 
review 

• The paper is ready to be taken 
through the final steps toward 
publication (normally copy-
editing and typesetting).
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Hopefully the AAM is now a little clearer; the next REALLY important thing is the date of acceptance.

If you are unsure what is meant by the ‘accepted date’ the following information should help clarify the term:

The date of acceptance is the point at which the author is notified that:
• Their output has been reviewed by the journal or conference (normally via peer review) 
• All necessary changes have been made in response to that review
• The paper is ready to be taken through the final steps toward publication (normally copy-editing and typesetting). 

At this stage the journal editor or conference organiser normally notifies the author (for example, by email) that their paper has been ‘firmly’ accepted (as opposed to any earlier point of provisional acceptance) and is ready for copy-editing or typesetting; the date of this notification should be taken to mean the acceptance date.



What if your paper requires an embargo?

• Embargoes are allowed 
under the REF OA policy.

• For REF Main Panel D 
outputs the **new** 
maximum embargo 
length is 12 months.
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From RADAR OA FAQs: 

“Embargoes are restrictions that a publisher may place on certain versions of a document (such as a journal article) before it can be made openly available. Embargo periods can range from anything between 3 months to 3 years, and you should check this with your publisher before publishing.”

The REF 2029 OA policy respects publisher embargoes (the period when you can only access an article with subscription access). However, manuscripts must be free to read and download after a maximum of 12 months from the date of first publication (online or print, whichever comes first) for REF Main Panel D outputs. This is halved from the maximum embargo period of 24 months which was permitted under the REF 2021 OA policy.



Additional UKRI requirements: articles and papers

• From 1 April 2022, all journal articles and conference papers with an ISSN that 
acknowledge UKRI funding must:
• be made Open Access immediately (this includes both the final published 

version and the AAM)
• be published openly under a CC BY 4.0 licence
• include an ORCiD and a Data Access Statement (even where there are no 

data associated with the output)
• example of a Data Access Statement in a UKRI-funded research output:  

https://radar.gsa.ac.uk/9350/
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It’s important to note that there are additional Open Access requirements for outputs arising from UKRI-funded research (e.g. AHRC, ESRC, etc.) – and some of these have been in place since 2022. 
We wrote to all UKRI-funded GSA researchers at the time, but it’s worth reminding ourselves of the direction of travel for OA, because this is gradually spreading to things like the REF OA policy…!

[Refer to additional requirements on slide]


https://info.orcid.org/researchers/
https://radar.gsa.ac.uk/9350/


Additional UKRI requirements: books and chapters

• ‘Longform publications’, i.e. books, book chapters and edited 
collections, published on or after 1 January 2024, that 
acknowledge funding from UKRI or any of its councils, must 
be made openly available within 12 months of publication

– the version made available can be either the final published version or 
the AAM

– the OA version must be made available under a CC licence
(or equivalent open licence, e.g. Open Government Licence)

– the OA version should include, where possible, any images, 
illustrations, tables and other supporting content

– … but third-party materials do not require a CC licence, and can be 
subject to a more restrictive licence
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If a researcher complies with the UKRI OA policy, they will automatically comply with the REF 2029 OA Policy (“if the output is compliant with the funders’ requirements, then no further steps are required to be eligible for submission to REF 2029.” in REF OA Policy FAQs

Further guidance on the UKRI OA policy requirements is available via the staff intranet


https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/


What is an ORCiD?
• An Open Research and Contributor ID (ORCiD) is a unique, 

persistent identifier for you as a researcher
– https://info.orcid.org/benefits-for-researchers/
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Open Research and Contributor IDs (ORCIDs) are persistent identifiers that will help distinguish you as individual from every other researcher and ensure you get the recognition for all your contributions.
ORCID integrates with key research workflows such as manuscript and grant submissions and will support automated linkages between you, your funding and your research outputs.
Even if you change University/Institution several times in your career your ORCID will stay the same – think of it as being like a national insurance number but for research!
Increasingly funders and journals are asking researchers to have an ORCID – so it may be worth signing up 
You can register for an ORCID on their website: https://info.orcid.org/benefits-for-researchers/ 


https://info.orcid.org/benefits-for-researchers/


Example of an ORCiD profile
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https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6870-8481
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Here is an example of an ORCID profile page created by a GSA researcher, to show you what it looks like. 

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6870-8481


We are your safety net – don’t worry!

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Group_of_Circus_Performers_WDL10692.png

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nicola

[This work is in the public domain in its country of origin and other countries and areas where the copyright term is the author's life plus 70 years or less.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Group_of_Circus_Performers_WDL10692.png]

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Group_of_Circus_Performers_WDL10692.png


Here to help!
• Karen Veitch

– Research Information Co-ordinator

• Nicola Siminson
– Research Information Manager

• Information on Open Access is available via the Research intranet

• Information about RADAR, “How to…” guides, and FAQs are 
available from the Help & Contact Information page: 
http://radar.gsa.ac.uk/contact.html

• … or just email radar@gsa.ac.uk !
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We are here to help you navigate this complex policy landscape. 
Information on Open Access is available via the staff intranet
We can help you with all of this, by checking publisher policies for you, and explaining what OA publishing options are available to you – please just get in touch as soon as you are thinking of submitting to a publisher, and we can work alongside you, each step of the way!
We’ll stop recording now, and move to any questions you may have.


https://gsofa.sharepoint.com/sites/intranet/ProfessionalSupport/Research/Pages/OA-(Open-Access).aspx
http://radar.gsa.ac.uk/contact.html
mailto:radar@gsa.ac.uk


Any questions?
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["Question Mark Cookies 1" by Scott McLeod is licensed under CC BY 2.0.]
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