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GENIUS LOCI

The spirit
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LIScotland
THE FIRST 50
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LIScotland
THE FIRST 50?
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SCOTLAND!
THE FIRST 50,000,000
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“Most of the geography of Scotland 
consists of mountains, grass, heather 

and Edinburgh” 
 

Frank Muir

Source: Colin Baxter ©



Scotland’s Landscape
GEOLOGICAL!
HEROIC!
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Between the Sublime and the Picturesque !
!



The Sublime: producing an overwhelming sense of awe or 
other high emotion through being vast or grand.	

… having the quality of such greatness, magnitude or intensity, 
whether physical, metaphysical, moral, aesthetic or spiritual, that 
our ability to perceive or comprehend it is temporarily 
overwhelmed.	



Picturesque (of a place or building): visually attractive, 
especially in a quaint or charming manner. Literally, a scene 
that would make a painting	

… in common usage, a major influence on garden 
design, landscape fashions and ornamental walks …	
	
… think like artists, especially when planning 
‘enhancements’ to the landscape on country estates.	



Robert Duncanson: Scottish Landscape 1871



Source: Colin Baxter ©

































ZEITGEIST

The spirit
of the times
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SLOVENIA/LJUBLJANA
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HABITAT III REGIONAL REPORT ON THE UNECE �
�
Towards a city-focused, �
people-centred and integrated approach�
to the New Urban Agenda�
�
the metropolitan context of the UNECE 	



Habitat	67	–	Moshe	Sa>e	|	HABITAT	I	–	VANCOUVER	1976		



H	

HABITAT	II	–	ISTANBUL	1976	–	Worthy	and	Wordy	



HABITAT	III	–	Focus	on	the	CITY	
‘A	NEW	URBAN	AGENDA’	



https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 



North American 
Sub-region

EU/EFTA or Western and 
Central European Sub-region

Sub-region of 
Eastern Europe, 
Russia, Caucasus 
and Central Asia 
(EERCCA)

Countries of 
South East Europe

 - United States
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 - Armenia 
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 - Belarus

 - Georgia

 - Kazakhstan

 - Kyrgyzstan

 - Moldova

 - Russian

 - Tajikistan

 - Turkmenistan

 - Ukraine

 - Uzbekistan

 - Austria

 - Belgium

 - Bulgaria
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 - Netherlands
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 - the UK
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(2013)
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(2014)
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100million
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 - Liechtenstein

 - Norway
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The Sub-Regions of the UNECE with statistics on population

North	America	 EU/EFTA	 Eastern	Europe	Russia	
Caucasus	&	Central	Asia	

South	East	Europe	

The	Territories	of	the	United	Na6ons	Economic	Commission	for	Europe	(UNECE)	

VANCOUVER	

VLADIVOSTOK	
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The	Territories	of	the	United	Na6ons	Economic	Commission	for	Europe	(UNECE)	

VANCOUVER	

VLADIVOSTOK	



THE BOREAL FOREST OR ‘TAIGA’
extends across the UNECE Region

greater in extent than the Amazon rain forest



THE ARCTIC OCEAN LIES ENTIRELY WITHIN THE UNECE REGION
All the signatories of the ArcGc TreaGes are within UNECE



UNECE	Region	

•  56 Member States – 4 sub-regions
–  North	America	
–  Western	&	Central	Europe	(EU & EFTA & 3 MS),

–  Eastern	Europe	(Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine), Russia	&	The	Caucasus	
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia) and Central	Asia	(Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tadzhikistan Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan)

–  South	East	Europe	& Turkey & Israel	

•  UNECE:
–  Home to 1.3 billion people (17% of global populaGon)

–  263 ciGes of 500,000 or more

–  Nearly 45% of global GDP and 66% of world’s fresh water
–  Most of ‘The Global North’
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AGEING & LOW FERTILITY IN THE 
UNECE REGION











THE GENEVA UN 
CHARTER ON 
SUSTAINABLE 
HOUSING


Ensure access to 
decent, adequate, 
affordable and healthy 
housing for all.

•  Affordability
•  Accessibility 
•  Inequality
•  Speed














GOVERNANCE	
	
•  Complexity	
•  Capacity	



Increasing		
Urbanisa6on	

&	
Concentra6on 

Agglomera6on	
Knowledge	
Economies 

Interconnected	
City	Clusters 

Urban	
Shrinking	in	
Ci6es	outside	
the	Clusters 

THE CYCLE OF URBAN CONCENTRATION : ‘SUPER-CITIES’



Ageing	urban	
popula6on	
Low	fer6lity 

Migra6on	to	
Successful	

Cluster	Ci6es 

Reinforces	
economic	

performance	
of	clusters 

Creates	
further	

challenges	to	
isolated	ci6es 

THE DEMOGRAPHIC CYCLE



Edge	City	&	
Suburban	

Development 

Erosion	of	
Func6ons	in	
Urban	Core 

Ineffec6ve	
Public	

Transport 

Metropolitan 
Coalescence 

THE SPRAWLING CITY – a negaGve urban cycle



THE!
INDUSTRIAL !

CITY !

THE!
KNOWLEDGE !

CITY !

No Spatial 
needs beyond 

Proximity 

Universities, 
Airports, 
Cultural 
Quarters 

The 
importance of 
Place - Image 

& 
Attractiveness 

Demand for 
Mixed-use and 

the 
Experience 
Economy 

Access to 
Materials & 

Markets  

Freight 
Transport 
Networks 

Significant 
In-migration 

Zoning of 
Land for 

Efficiency and 
Health 



STRESS

SHOCK



STRESS

SHOCK



SHOCK

STRESS



STRESS

SHOCK



Leadership & 
Strategy 

Health & 
Wellbeing 

Economy & 
Society 

Infrastructure 
& 

Environment 

THE RESILIENT CITY – a posiGve urban cycle

STRESS

SHOCK



•  Enhance natural & 
man-made assets 

•  Assure continuity of 
critical services 

•  Provide mobility & 
communications  

•  Promote cohesive & 
engaged communities 

•  Ensure stability, 
security & justice 

•  Foster economic 
prosperity 

•  Meet basic needs 
•  Support livelihood & 

employment 
•  Ensure public services 

•  Promote leadership & 
effective management 

•  Empower stakeholders 
•  Foster long term & 

integrated planning 

Leadership & 
Strategy 

Health & 
Wellbeing 

Economy & 
Society 

Infrastructure 
& 

Environment 

THE RESILIENT CITY – a posiGve urban cycle



Effective 
Labour 
Market 

Dense 
Development 

Integrated 
Public 

Transport 

Efficient 
Public 

Services 

THE COMPACT CITY – a posiGve urban cycle



UNECE	Regional	Report	-	Summary		
1.  17% of populaGon • 45% of GDP • 66% of fresh water
2.  All of the ArcGc • boreal forest is bigger than the rain forest

3.  80% in ciGes – 70% in agglomeraGve ‘super-ciGes’ – what to do 
with the remaining 10% (and 20% rural)

4.  Knowledge economy & digital revoluGon is acceleraGng urban 
concentraGon – economic and housing inequality is growing … 
exacerbated by ageing and migraGon

5.  CiGes on coasts, major rivers and lakes – sea-level rise & flooding

6.  Environmental threats are health & economic threats

7.  Awareness of environmental concern & quality of life and 
inequity is growing … ambiGon outstrips ability to deliver

8.  Compact & Resilient ciGes based on integrated governance of 
place for people is the key message



•  The	knowledge	class	
•  The	service	class	
•  The	internet	of	things	



THE BABEL FISH



AND	SO	…	
	
•  IdenGty combines genius loci – the spirit of the place 

with zeitgeist – the spirit of the Gmes

•  Learn from the past – don’t build from the past

•  Tourism is a cruel lover

•  Know yourself, but know the market beler

•  Plant 1,000,000 trees

•  Be informed and be brave (the doctor)


