THIS HILL IS DANGEROUS
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1: Danger Board, Scottish Cyclist’s Union, first half of 1880s. Cast iron. 22 x 30 inches.





[image: ]

2: The four ‘Motor-Car Notices’ specified by the 1903 Motor-Car Act and introduced by The Local Government Board in 1904. The Speed Warning Triangle had blades of 18 x 3.5 inches. From Inglis H.R.G. The Contour Road Book of Scotland. Edinburgh: Gall & Inglis, 1913, Foreword.
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3: Composite picture of Club signage: Clockwise from top left:
Scottish Automobile Club, DRIVE CAUTIOUSLY, c1905 (Scottish Tube Co, Glasgow), cast iron, 14.5 x 9.5 and 4.5 x 24 inches.
Specification for 1902 AC signs from Motoring Annual and Motorist’s Year Book, 286. 
Wilts Automobile Club, CONCEALED TURNING, c 1905, vitreous enamel, 30 x 26 inches. Motor Union, SPECIAL CAUTION, c1906, vitreous enamel, 22 x 26 inches . 
AA, SCHOOL, c1925 (Franco Signs, London), vitreous Enamel, 22 x 26 inches. 
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4: 1921 National Signs illustrated in “Safety First” on the Road, London: National “Safety First” Association, 1929, 18, alongside the remaining three 1904 Motor-Car Notices.
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5: Traffic Signs specifications from 1933, 34 and 35 Regulations 
Top: 1927-34 and 1934 pedestrian crossing signs
Middle: 1933+ prohibition and order signs
Bottom Left: 1935+ HALT and 1933+ SLOW order-with-warning signs
Bottom Right: 1935+ speed limit and end of speed limit signs.
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6 Belisha Beacon paraphernalia c1935
Left: Pepys ‘Belisha’ card game 
Right: Wooden Pencil 
Centre: Celluloid and Urea toasting fork handle
Private Collection
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7 Cover for Whatley, W. E.  Safety for Young Citizens. London: McDougall, n.d. (c1937). Although on general safety the cover is a pavement of ‘SCHOOL’ torch pictograms overlaid with a ‘reflectorised’ ‘Danger’ triangle.
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ROAD SIGNS

E familiar red triangle is the standard (—

danger signal, and is usually com- &4 k
bined with one of the seven ¥
conventional signs illustrated. scrooL] | e
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T is used to indicate road junc-
tions other than cross-roads. The r 1
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been sited with care, but there '

are many unwarranted and
unofficial notices (e.g. ** Carriage
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Drive ") which tend to belittle the value
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of the genuine sign, and which, it is to

be hoped, will be done away with under
pending legislation. Finger-posts indicate a road
junction, and are equivalent to a warning sign.
Other statutory signs are as under :—

Reduced Speed Limit Sign.—White ring
18 inches’ diameter, with plate below (see Dia-
gram). Itis customary for red bands to be painted
on lamp standards, tramway poles, etc., within

pE—
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the reduced speed limit area.

Prohibition Sign.—Circular red disc (see
Diagram).

Motor Notice.—White diamond (see Diagram).
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Sign indicating a suitable crossing place for pedestrians.
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TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS.

CAUTION BOARDS AS SUGGESTED BY THE AUTOMOBIL’E CLUB.

The following are illustrations of the official caution boards suggested by the A. C. G. B.
& 1. In 1903 Mr. Alfred Harmsworth subscribed £100 towards placing some of these boards
on the London-Portsmouth road, and others who desire to
facilitate motor traffic and prevent dangerous accidents, are
invited to contribute towards the cost of erecting more boards—
his or her name will appear on every board paid for, unless
otherwise requested.

The caution boards are erected 4o yards on each side of
cross-roads. On each caution board and on each of those denot-
ing a town or a village, the distance for which cars should travel
at slow speeds is indicated by an easily deciphered and ecasily
understood figure, meaning miles or fraction’ of a mile. The
figure in the “ Caution " board illustration shown indicates a } of
a mile
v =Town or Village Pending the operation of the Motor-Car Act, the erection of
siow for Ja of a mile these caution boards has been discontinued.
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