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Habitat III Regional Report on 
UNECE Cities…

… identified a shift from
The Industrial City to The Knowledge City…

… UNECE published
People-Smart Sustainable Cities
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The SDG/Ts are designed to be 
“people-focused, integrated and indivisible”
to create a positive synergetic system for

Sustainable Development (Agenda 2030 Declaration) …  this can be distorted by global forces – COVID-19

Source: UN-Habitat Source: UNDESA



The COVID-19 
pandemic is an example 
of global forces that 
influence the balance 
and dynamics of climate, 
demographic, and 
technological change 

Agenda 2030 & SDG/Ts 
need systems responses 
at international, national 
and local scales. 
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Not all cities can make the shift to people-smart and sustainable without support … 



 
 
 
 

First published in 2022 by: 
The Glasgow Urban Laboratory 

The Glasgow School of Art 
167 Renfrew Street 
Glasgow G3 6RQ 

Scotland UK 
 

© The Glasgow School of Art 
 

The authors assert their rights to be identified 
as authors of this work in accordance with 

Sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, Design and Patents Act 1988. 
 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reprinted, reproduced, stored or introduced into a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photographic, 

recording or otherwise), without permission from the copyright holders and the publishers. 
 

Every effort has been made to obtain copyright clearance for all images within this publication. 
 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data: a catalogue record of this book is available from the British 
Library 

 
ISBN XXX-1-XXXXXXX-2-1 

Design – Glasgow Urban Laboratory/Willie Miller Urban Design 
 

Typeset in Gill Sans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This publication was made possible by support from: 
 

Universities UK 
Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce 

Glasgow Chamber of Commerce 
Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce 

Brodies LLP 
A2B Consulting 

 
 

 

… to make the positive, just transition envisaged by the 
policies, goals and actions of the Regional Action Plan 2030 …
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Your Neighbourhood

Your CityThe Ecosystem of Place

… harnessing bottom-up engagement with all the actors 
in the Ecosystem of Place 

Source: PEOPLE make PLACES, the Place Commission for Glasgow



… in Your City

Making sense of complex systems … “Cities are where the Climate Battle will largely be won or 
lost”

UN Secretary-General 

“We believe the best way to tackle climate change is 
through reducing energy use and waste and using local 
spaces to grow food that bring immediate practical 
benefits to local people.”

SouthSeeds, Social Entrepreneur
Community Climate Activist, Glasgow
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… and in Your Neighbourhood

Can the Network of Centres contribute to the 
development of methods & tools for cities to bring 

Place and Communities
into the heart of delivery of the 
Regional Action Plan 2030

 


