Exhibition Visual Documentation

A at the Table:

A week long live research project presented at Dutch Design Week 2024 from Oct
19-27 in Eindhoven, Netherlands. The work was undertaken by two designers, educa-
tors, and researchers: Lydia Stewart and Alexander Stewart. The live studio practice and
exhibition act as a pilot for testing newly developed methods that have emerged from
disciplinary and pedagogical practice. The following pages show visual accounts and
evidence of the work and how it developed over the course of Dutch Design Week.
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We invite everyone to take a seat at our table as
we collectively map the Eindhoven food system
through the stories and objects brought to our
studio at Sectie-C. This work is research informed
but futures focused, bridging now and next
through civic participation and relational mapping
methods.

Food Futures For All

Food is something that connects us all and is both deeply
personal and inherently political. Food has many purposes and
many forms and yet the systems we design to facilitate our
relationships to our food struggle to meet our pluralistic needs
and desires. When we dive into the things that matter to us most
we bring to light the intersecting complexities of our ecological
and human-made systems. We invite you to consider what
object or material connects you to your own cherish food story
and to share it with us in our embedded community studio at
Sectie-C where we will map the many stories of this food
landscape. Perhaps it is a certain ceramic dish, a method of
cooking, a recipe, a way of sitting in communion with others.
Whatever it might be there is space for it at our table.

Community Studio — @ Alexander Stewart

Taken from the official project page on the Dutch Design Week Website.
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Scene setting for civic engagement. Prompts to help prime people as they enter. Location: Sectie-C
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Inspiration and foundations. Left: library of sources materials and texts that inspired the work. Right: Founding research project from Glasgow



Setting up the mapping table with initial dialogic objects and cards to prompt people’s own stories to be shared at the table.
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Day 1 of engaging with the public. White prompt objects still being used to build connections between narratives.
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Day 2-6 participant modelling their response with clay and annotating with blue pen.
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Day 7-10 the public could continue to generate stories, but now we included co-analysis and sense-making with red pen.



Themes began to emerge: the false dichotomy of good v bad in processing, the significance of growing place and people...



... Democratising nutrition and access and not diets as no one size fits all, the power of people in community, and that time is a key ingredient we often forget.
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Right to Thrive

Fair access and dignity of choice and
nutrition is not one size fits all. What
might fill you, might not fill your
neighbour, How might we cater to the
many diverse tastes and increase op-
[portunities to access, resources, and
learning, thus elevating individuals
and the collective. Can we destigma-
tise the many narratives around how
and what we eat, creating more op-
portunities for shared experience that
leverage food as a mechanism rather
than a barrier for sacial inclusion,

Pluriverse
Multiculturalism
Equity not Equality

The cards were able to cluster around common themes inherent to the cards as well as across related themes.
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Empowered Community

Increased local participation in civic
issues and decision-making, have the
potential to create a sense of owner-
ship ameng citizens, sharing the vision
of what's to come and how we might
? collectively get there.

Participatory Action
Kinship

Cards and objects began to speak to deeper meaning, and prompts for the future.
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Policies for the Future

How might we systemically support 7
generation thinking in our governing
structures and in our social fabric? In
2015 Wales put into law the Well-be-
ing of Future Generations Act, that
reqjuires public bodies in Wales to
think about the long-term impact of
their decisions, to work better with
people, communities and each other,
and to prevent persistent problems
such as poverty, health inequalities
and climate change.

Future Proofing
Case Study
Long-termism
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For an exclusive Dutch Design Week 2024 launch event at Sectie-C

Help shape the future of our food stories Oct 18, 14:00-18:00

You are invited to

A atthetable: You are invited to take a seat at the table,

Location: Sectie-C [ Ateller Dragt. Oct 18 14-18pm
The opening workshop for our Dutch Duign Weel:
public exhibition expl how
food stories can be used furcullalmrm visioning
of our collective futures,

RSVP via email or on our website,
www.futurescape.food

By mapping objects and the stories of our everyday
lives we begin to fill the narratives of tomorrow
with the things that mean the most to us today.

Our studio will be open for 6 hours, allowing you to
come when it fits your schedule. As your contribu-
tion please bring a food related object that helps
you tell your story, that embodies your relationship

with food. A cherished dish, ingredient, recipe, I./
utensil, etc. We will provide for you refrest ——
materials, and a seat at the table. f

Invitations, social media assets, and way-finding assets to ensure visibility and participation.
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Futurescapes: A Participatory Narrative Mapping Method I I ke?

for Navigating Complex Relational Systems

Practice Manual

A Guide to and Par y Future

Thinking for in plex Social Sy

Futurescape Studio

Resulting documentation of the project is in development. It will consist of a Research Report from Eindhoven and a Practice Manual of the approach and methods.



